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Plaintiff, Yik Cheng, accuses the director of the Martyrs’ Shrine, Father George H Belgarde SJ, 
and Larry Steiger based on the following claims: 

NATURE OF THIS ACTION  

1. This main action is an unauthorized road closure by the defendants towards the plaintiff, 
blocking the access road by two tree trunks and a “close” sign, together with two “end of 
Shrine Road” signs, which drove many pilgrims and visitors away; 

2. The barricade has caused serious inconvenience and causing damage the bond built 
between neighbors years ago; 

3. Inappropriate actions of the defendants hindered the development of tourism industry, 
damaged the friendship and unity of this region, and created conflict between religions 
and races; 

4. The barricade Father Belgarde and Larry Steiger erected is contrary to the doctrine “Love 
your neighbor as you love yourself” of Jesus, and contrary to the harmonious world 
promoted by Catholic doctrines. 

5. Inappropriate actions of the defendants also disgraced Catholicism and hurt the image of 
Catholic churches. 

6. The defendants’ actions had a serious impact on the day-to-day operations of the 
plaintiff’s religious organization and also hurt its image. 



7. Due to the behavior of the defendants, the plaintiff asks the court to issue decrees 
commanding the defendants to remove the barricades and all relevant signs, as well as a 
preliminary and permanent injunction to prohibit the defendants from closing the road in 
the future. 

8. In addition, the plaintiff requests the court order the defendants to apologize for the 
inconvenience caused by the defendants, and pay reasonable compensation and litigation 
costs. 

 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff Yik Cheng, is a religious worker of the Western Supreme Buddha Temple (“the 
Temple”). The purpose of this lawsuit by the plaintiff is to restore the friendship and love 
between neighbors and not to cause conflict between religion; 

2. The Temple was founded within the state of New York, registered under the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Code 501 © (3) for non-profit organizations. Its principal business address is 
174 Shrine Road, Town of Glen, New York 12072.  

3. Its purpose is to promote the mission of world peace, human health and religious 
harmony of its founder – Holy Master Ziguang Shang Shi. 

4. According to the available information, the defendants Shrine Of Our Lady Of Martyrs 
Inc, (hereinafter referred to as the “Martyrs Shrine”) is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1946, with its principal business address is 136 Shrine Road, Auriesville, New York, 
12072. 

5. The accused Father George H Belgarde SJ, is the Shrine’s current director. 
6. The accused Larry Steiger is the superintendent of buildings and grounds. 

  

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

Background 

1. The area of the Martyrs Shrine has over 100 years of history, every year a large number 
of worshipers and tourists visit the Martyrs’ Shrine to commemorate the martyrs. In 
October 2012, Pope declared Kateri Tekakwitha a saint. The shrine is recognized as a 
historic pilgrimage site and a national shrine. The roads of the Shrine are the only access 
to the plaintiff’s place of work and worship, the Western Supreme Buddha Temple. 

2. In December 2005, the American Sports Committee purchased a retreat house from the 
Catholic Diocese of Albany located at the rear of the Martyrs’ Shrine. The property had 
been vacant for many years and was formerly a spiritual retreat house (Address: 174 
Shrine Road, Fultonville, New York, 12072). Later the property was sold to the Western 
Supreme Buddha Temple.  



3. The leader of the Temple, Holy Master Ziguang Shang Shi has been using it as a spiritual 
and educational center for Buddhist meditation and practice. 

4. The Temple has been constantly maintaining, repairing and improving the property 
including the cross on the roof and the Jesus Christ Statue at the front entrance. The 
retention of the Catholic symbols in a place of Buddhist worship, is out of respect and 
friendship towards the Martyr’s Shrine staff, to the Catholic pilgrims that come here to 
worship, and to the doctrine of Jesus Christ. 

5. The coliseum of the Martyr’s Shrine and the retreat house of the Western Supreme 
Buddha Temple are both landmarks in the town of Glen. 

6. The Temple has welcomed many visitors, including Buddhist students and Catholic 
visitors to the Martyrs’ Shrine. 

7. The road leading to the Temple runs through the Martyr’s Shrine. The Temple has long 
used 174 Shrine Road as its address in the past seven years. 

8. The Shrine Road had been a county road, which was abandoned afterwards, and there is 
no evidence showing that the road is private owned by the Martyr’s Shrine. 

9. The Temple has repeatedly tried to contact the Father Belgarde after the previous father 
left, however, he refused every time. 
 
Defendants’ unauthorized road closure: 

10. April 1, 2013, the Father Belgarde and Larry Steiger construct a roadblock to cut off the 
road, with two tree trunks and a sign that says “Closed” (Exhibit 1). 

11. April 8, 2013, Father Belgarde and Larry Steiger added yellow tape to the roadblock. 
12. April 19, 2013, on both sides of the barricade two black signs are placed stating “the end 

of shrine road.” (Exhibit 2) 
13. Father Belgarde personally confronted the Plaintiff and another member of the 

organization, who did not know the road was blocked, and reacted angrily when we tried 
to enter the Shrine from our accustomed route, and spoke angrily when we approached 
him to inquire about the situation. 

14. Father Belgarde took an openly hostile stance toward our Temple and our members, and 
refused to discuss or consider a compromise like his predecessors. 

Cause of Action: 

1. In accordance with the First Amendment to the Constitution, closing the road prevents 
the plaintiff from engaging in religious activities, as well as the right of public peaceful 
assembly. Freedom of religion inevitably includes the access to a place for the purpose of 
worship. 

2. The defendants forbade the members of the plaintiff’s religious organization and other 
denominations to use the road leading towards the pilgrimage spot (including the Jesus 
statute) which is open to the public and all religious denominations, as well as the 
defendant Father Belgarde showed the attitude of rejection and anger to the members of 



the plaintiff’s religious organization, in essence, been due to religious discrimination in 
violation of PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS EXERCISE IN LAND USE AND BY 
INSTITUTIONALIZED PERSONS ACT, 42 USC § § 2000cc et seq. 

3. The “closed” sign will confuse tourists, who may think it was the entire temple, not just 
the road that is closed. We welcome many visitors from the Martyrs’ Shrine who are not 
members of the Temple, and the new roadblock might deter them from visiting. 

4. The barricade erected by Father Belgarde and Larry Steiger will both physically and 
symbolically cut off our interaction with the visitors and pilgrims who come to the shrine 
and leave both sides more isolated. 

5. GPS navigation systems show the only access to our property as through the blocked 
roads. Father Belgarde and Larry Steiger have blocked a public road, and this barrier 
hinders postal service, fire, police and ambulance services from easily accessing our 
property. 

6. The plaintiff and other members of the Temple have to spend extra time to access the 
road, by using the unfinished stone road to access to our temple. This inconvenience has 
severely affected our daily life and work. 
 

Therefore, the plaintiff Yik Cheng, hereby request the court against defendants: Shrine Of Our 

Lady Of Martyrs Inc., Father George H. Belgarde SJ and Larry Steiger as follows: 

1. Issue a decree to order the defendants to remove the roadblocks and all the signs, as well 
as a preliminary and permanent injunction to prohibit the defendants from closing the 
road in the future. 

2. In addition, the plaintiff under the Act and required to apologize for the inconvenience 
caused by the defendants. 

3. Court fees, legal fees. 
4. Such other, further and different relief as to the Court seems just, equitable and proper 

under the circumstances. 
 

Date: May 13, 2013    

 Plaintiff: Yik Cheng 


