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Steelers in rout

Pittsburgh rolled over the 
Baltimore Ravens in Monday
night NFL action.
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‘Lights On’

Students at D.H. Robbins Ele-
mentary in St. Johnsville cele-
brate an after school program.
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Schumer’s plan

U.S. Senator Charles Schumer
has weighed in on the state’s
driver’s license controversy.
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Mitch Wojnarowicz / Recorder staff
Bob Cudmore moderates an Amsterdam mayoral candidates debate on WVTL radio Monday morning between Diane Hatzenbuh-
ler, Ann Thane, John Duchessi and Anthony Pallotta.

By BILL SHEEHAN
Recorder News Staff

Amsterdam’s mayoral quartet met for a
final time in a radio debate Monday, each
hoping to sway voters to pull their lever or,
as one must rely, to write her in, in Tues-
day’s long-awaited election.

Republican Anthony “Babe” Pallotta,
Democrat Ann Thane, Conservative John
M. Duchessi Jr., and write-in Diane
Hatzenbuhler sat with WVTL [1570AM]
radio host Bob Cudmore for the two-hour
session of questioning during which there
were few surprises.

Each used their opening statement to sell
themselves.

Pallotta reiterated his plan to restructure
city departments to make them more effec-
tive and cost-efficient. “We need to kick
start a demolition program, we need a bet-
ter roads program, to establish a business
council [to help spur economic develop-
ment in the city] and to run this city more
like a business,” he said.

Thane said she has put together a “com-
prehensive plans” to attack neighborhood
revival and economic development, has
done “a lot of research” on issues of impor-
tance and called herself the “right person
for the job.”

Duchessi, a former two-term mayor, said
that voters had to consider his experience.
“Who has the best ability to solve prob-
lems? Plans are just plans without the abil-
ity to put them into place,” he said.

Hatzenbuhler said the cleanup of the city
would be her first focus if elected. “We
need to start there before we move in other
directions,” she said.

Asked about how to get redevelopment
going at the former Mohasco site in the
wake of a lack of response to a recent call
for proposals, the candidates were split on
leaving it to the city’s Industrial Develop-
ment Agency.

Duchessi said the development should
have been planned during the demolition.
He added that the project should be a coop-
erative effort involving state and county
entities and suggested that leaving econom-
ic development leadership to just anyone is
one of the current administration’s mis-
takes.

Pallotta disagreed, citing AIDA’s power to
borrow money at low cost to help facilitate
development as a good reason to let it take

the lead.
Thane said she didn’t think AIDA should

be in charge, citing the lack of results from
600 mailings to a long list of high-tech con-
cerns. “Merely sending out a letter is not
properly marketing a site...you need to fol-

low up,” she said.
Hatzenbuhler said that AIDA’s political

nature made her question whether its lead-
ership would be in the city’s best interest.

Candidates debate on election’s eve

By VALERIE BAUMAN
Associated Press Writer

ALBANY — A flier shows a
menacing man
in a turban, his
face obscured
as he holds an
assault style
rifle over his

shoulder. On another page, a
New York driver’s license bears
the photograph of a glowering
man wearing a traditional Arab
headdress.

The flier was distributed by
Monroe County Republicans to
warn voters in bold red letters
that “Democrat county legisla-
tors want to make it easier for

Driver’s license
plan could hurt
Democrats in
local elections

Please see PLAN, Page 4A

By BILL SHEEHAN
Recorder News Staff

Just as Amsterdam’s City Hall
custodial officials expected, the
replacement of the boiler at the
former Sanford Mansion will
require more work, and more
spending, on a number of the
radiators for the aging heating
system.

Members of the Common
Council will meet Wednesday
evening to consider whether to
authorize the additional work.
Aldermen will also mull
upgrades for the city’s Public
Safety Building.

According to a memo from
Adirondack Mechanical, the
Broadalbin firm selected nearly
two weeks ago to install the new
boiler, the company proposes to
furnish and install 68 new half-
inch steam traps, remove the old
units and install 18 cage unit
repair kits at City Hall.

The suggested work would cost
$12,852 above the $50,600 the
Common Council has already
committed to the project.

At the Oct. 23 meeting where
the boiler work was approved,
City Plumbing Inspector Irwin
Harnish said that while the pur-
chase of a boiler, water feed sys-
tem and new controls were the
most urgent need, other aspects
of the heating system needed to
be addressed.

“You’re expending a lot of
money and we’re going to be
here for awhile so you should
take into consideration replacing
the steam traps...many of them
date back to the [early 1900s]. It
was suggested back in the 1980s,
but nothing was done,” said Har-
nish, who estimated that up to
three-quarters of those fixtures
were working improperly and
taxing the system.

Common Council to
consider more work
at City Hall, PSB

By LINDA KELLETT
Recorder News Staff

FONDA — Members of the Montgomery County Board of Supervi-
sors voted on Saturday to give themselves a raise. 

As approved during the special full board meeting at the County
Office Building Saturday morning, the chairman of the board will
receive a $5,000 increase in his/her annual salary — a shift from the
current $10,000 salary to $15,000; and each of the other members of
the board will receive a $3,000 hike, moving from $7,000 to $10,000
per year.

If they don’t change their minds about the pay hike prior to the adop-
tion of the county’s 2008 operating budget in December, it will repre-
sent only the second increase in salary they’ve received during the
time that Canajoharie Supervisor Robert McMahon has been a mem-
ber of the board.

In support of his vote, McMahon on Monday said, “I’ve been on the
Board of Supervisors for 16 years and during that 16 years, the Board
of Supervisors received one raise.”

McMahon said, “In that same period of time, our jobs have changed
considerably. The challenges, the issues that have come up are enor-
mous and the amount of time we spend is a lot different than it was in
1992. I think a small raise is entirely appropriate especially if you
consider, just by common agreement, that we haven’t charged for
telephone calls, mileage, lunches, attendance at conferences, etc. dur-
ing the last few years. We just said, ‘Okay,  this county is in trouble’;
so we’ve taken on and paid those bills ourselves.”

He continued, “That’s fine, but I think the efforts the entire board
has put on shows we’re getting out of the woods, and it’s time to pay

Supervisors OK pay
hike for themselves
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ABOVE: John Duchessi and Anthony Pallotta at the WVTL radio debate Monday
morning. BELOW: Diane Hatzenbuhler and Ann Thane at the WVTL radio debate
Monday morning.
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